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Summary of the Stakeholder Meeting on the Future of the Ocean Economy 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT 

 

The objective of the project is to conduct a global forward-looking assessment of the ocean economy to 

2030, with special emphasis on the development potential of emerging ocean-based activities. For practical 

purposes, the project divides the ocean economy into established marine activities and emerging ocean-

based activities. The project will explore the growth prospects for the ocean economy and its potential for 

employment creation.  Particular attention will be devoted to the emerging ocean-based industries: the risks 

and uncertainties surrounding their future development, the innovations required in science and technology, 

investment needs, environmental implications, their contribution to green growth, the implications for 

planning and regulation, and the policy options most suited to boost their long-term prospects while 

managing the ocean in responsible, sustainable ways. 

The project “The Future of the Ocean Economy” is forward-looking, cross-sectoral and multi-disciplinary.  

The OECD is particularly well placed to conduct such a study.  It has a wide range of in-house expertise and 

networks related to the various user communities – specialised departments and agencies for science and 

technology, energy, fisheries, environment, marine biotechnology, shipbuilding and tourism, as well as 

capacity for long-term projections and foresight work. Extensive scoping of the theme has been carried out, 

including via a major international symposium held in July 2012 at the World Expo in Yeosu, Korea.  Initial 

consultations have also been conducted with many countries, including in Europe, North America, Asia and 

the OECD Pacific region. 

The project is designed to complement other international initiatives underway or planned elsewhere. These 

include the European Commission’s “Europe 2020”, “Horizon 2020” and DG Mare’s “New Maritime 

Agenda”, the World Bank’s “Global Partnership for Oceans” and UNEP’s work on ocean sustainability. 
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PURPOSE OF THE STAKEHOLDER MEETING 

 

The purpose of the meeting was to bring together representatives of governments, inter-governmental 

organisations and foundations who had expressed strong interest in participating in and supporting the 

project through financial and/or in-kind contributions, with a view to:  establishing participants’ main areas 

of thematic interest, their preferences and priorities;  ascertaining the level of voluntary financial and in-kind 

contributions that participants are willing to consider devoting to the project; and agreeing on next steps.   

 

INTRODUCTION, OVERVIEW AND UPDATE 

 

The meeting, organised by the OECD International Futures Programme (IFP), brought together 21 

participants from 18 countries/organisations. Participants represented a wide range of areas from ocean 

energy, fisheries and environment, to research, analysis and foresight, as well as maritime affairs more 

generally. The final list of participants is attached.  Proceedings were chaired by Barrie Stevens, Head of the 

IFP, supported by Carl-Christian Schmidt, Head, and Dongsik Woo, Project Manager, of the OECD 

Fisheries Policies Division, as well as Pierre-Alain Schieb, Anita Gibson and Claire Jolly of the OECD 

International Futures Programme. 

 

The discussion was lively and confirmed the considerable interest in the project which participants had 

expressed in the run-up to the meeting. The chair noted that, in addition to those present, there is continuing 

interest among other countries including Australia, Germany and New Zealand, and several countries are 

pursuing discussions internally – e.g. Iceland, Canada and South Africa. 

 

Opening item 2 of the agenda, the chair introduced the project with a powerpoint presentation (meanwhile 

distributed to participants) that emphasized: 

 the breadth of ocean-related expertise available at OECD;  

 the potential value-added that the OECD project would provide to the global ocean agenda, 

notably its expertise in matters of economic analysis and governance as well as its position as a 

neutral platform for international debate;  

 its role in complementing other international initiatives currently underway;  

 the key issues and proposed structure of the project;  

 how the exercise would be managed – namely by the Secretariat in the OECD’s Directorate for 

Science, Technology and Industry, with advice and guidance from the Steering Group to be 

composed of sponsoring organisations;  

 expected outputs (a series of reports derived from each of the modules and their associated 

workshops, a final OECD synthesis report with main findings and conclusions, a possible 

international symposium to highlight main findings, and outreach to policy makers worldwide 

through the OECD committee structure, participation in external events, etc.) ;  

 progress to date notably in sounding out interest among governments and marshalling support 

across departments and committees at OECD. 
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The questions that ensued served to clarify a number of issues: 

 

• in its projections of ocean-related industry activities, the project will endeavour to address both the 

global and the regional dimensions; 

• efforts are underway to secure the participation of larger G-7 countries such as the United States, 

Canada and Japan. All are on tight public sector regimes, with constraints of various intensity restricting 

travel opportunities for government officials. However, avenues continue to be explored to involve these 

countries either on the Steering Group, or through the planned workshops, or both; 

• the project will be conducted in ways that link it to on-going work in other parts of the organisation 

(Environment Directorate, IEA…); 

• to the extent possible, an effort should be made to link the planning of the workshops to the broader 

international schedule of meetings, although a balance will need to be struck between that schedule and the 

possibilities and constraints of the internal agendas of the institutions organising the project workshops.  

 

KEY THEMES OF INTEREST AND PRIORITIES FOR PARTICIPANTS 

 

The discussions around item 3 of the agenda were based on participants’ responses to a questionnaire 

sent out ahead of the meeting. The results of the survey were summarised in a powerpoint 

presentation (distributed in the meantime to participants).  In brief: 

 

• interest in the five main modules of the project proposal appears to be evenly spread (see table); 

• with respect to the six sub-modules presented in the proposal, interest in the themes on ocean-

based energy, offshore and deep-water extraction of oil and gas and other minerals, marine 

aquaculture, and ocean monitoring, control and surveillance appeared to garner more interest than the 

sub-modules on marine biotechnology and ocean-related tourism - however, a number of responses 

are still outstanding. 
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RESOURCES PARTICIPANTS INTEND TO MAKE AVAILABLE FOR THE PROJECT 

 

• the summary of responses on resources that participants were willing to consider devoting to 

the project proved to be somewhat fragmented, mainly because most participants were 

still in discussion with their colleagues at home and had been awaiting this meeting in the 

expectation of discovering more about the details of the project and other participants’ 

preferences and priorities. 

 

BUDGET OPTIONS 

 

• the overall budget envelope (workshops excluded!) is estimated at 550 000 Euros; 

• option 1 foresees this amount being met entirely by voluntary financial contributions – 

however, at the moment firm offers of financial support amount to the equivalent of only 35-40% of 

the overall budget, so additional resources need to be found; 

• option 2 foresees a staff loan from a participating government or institution who would fulfil 

the role of full-time lead project co-ordinator and reduce the required budget to around 400 000 

Euros;   

• in both options, there is some scope (albeit limited) to replace expert papers commissioned 

and paid for by the OECD through in-kind contributions drafted/provided by participating 

organisations (i.e. expert reports/papers, ideally embodying entire chapters to the main report). 
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CREATION AND COMPOSITION OF PROJECT STEERING GROUP 

 

• after some discussion, it was decided that the business community could be approached to 

help with funding and participate in the Steering Group, although care should be taken with the 

selection, since some areas of the project involve particularly contentious issues and it is important 

that the OECD “neutral space”  be preserved; 

• incentives for business sector participation need to be identified – e.g. acknowledgement 

within the report of business sector support, use of logos, etc.; 

• on the basis of timely submission (by end-June at latest) of commitment letters to support the 

project, the Steering Group will be formed with the aim to meet for the first time in September 2013. 

 

NEXT STEPS   

Item 4 of the agenda was also partly based on responses to the questionnaire (powerpoint already 

distributed to participants).   

 

Sequencing of work modules and work streams 

 

• The workshop themes proposed (they relate to the six sub-modules as well as the work 

streams on sectoral interdependencies and maritime spatial planning) are not set in stone 

and could be shaped further (for example, some could be organised as transversal themes 

– e.g. around enabling technologies). 

• The question was raised as to whether the Arctic should be included in the project.  The idea 

was supported by several participants and will be decided at the first meeting of the 

Steering Group. 
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Choice of first workshops and offers to host workshops 

 

• The expectation is that hosts/organisers of the workshops bear the local costs (meeting room, 

logistics, refreshments etc.) as well as the travel and accommodation of key experts from 

academe/research (who could number between 5 and 7, depending on subject, availability 

etc.) – OECD project team staff would pay their own travel and accommodation; 

• Choice of experts would be discussed and agreed between OECD and host organisations, and 

in consultation with members of the Steering Group; 

• Several participants expressed interest in principle in hosting a workshop, namely Ireland, 

Spain, Sweden, Indonesia, JPI Oceans and the Gulbenkian Foundation, while others 

explained that they would be discussing this in their capitals – e.g. Denmark, Norway and 

Singapore; 

• Korea stated that it would like to host a final symposium on the project. 

 

Timelines and respective actions 

 

The OECD Secretariat: 

 

• will draw up and distribute a summary of the day’s discussions; 

• will update the questionnaire survey on preferences and priorities with further responses 

from participants;  

• while no major changes to the present version of the project proposal appear to be necessary 

at this stage, the Secretariat will revise the project proposal in the light of the discussions, 
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notably with respect to strengthening the environmental and ocean eco-system 

dimensions, and distribute it in June; 

• will continue consultations on participation with other countries, notably G7 countries, and 

explore potential support from the business community as discussed at the meeting (e.g. 

among insurance and re-insurance companies, finance, space technologies, consultancy 

companies with proven track record of collaboration with OECD…) 

• on the basis of the financial and in-kind commitments received, the OECD Secretariat will 

assemble the project Steering Group and aim to organise the first meeting of the group in 

September 2013 if possible. A short list of possible dates for the first meeting of the 

Steering Group will be sent out in July. 

 

Participants: 

• Participants wishing to support the project with a voluntary contribution and join the project 

Steering Group were invited to send their commitment letters to the OECD Secretariat by 

30th June at latest, so that work can begin; 

• Payment of financial voluntary contributions can be split over two years – 2013/2014 – if 

wished.   

 

The chair closed the meeting and wished everyone a safe trip home. 
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ANNEX 1:  
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Chair: 

Barrie Stevens 

Head 

OECD International Futures Programme 

 

 

Christina I. M. Abildgaard 

Director, Department for Bioresources and Environmental Research  

Division for Energy, Resources and the Environment 

The Research Council of Norway 

Norway 

 

Fachtarul Amin 

Deputy Director for Institutional Cooperation 

Center of Analysis for International and Institutional Cooperation 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 

Republic of Indonesia 

 

Sam Anson 

Head, Marine Analytical Unit 

The Scottish Government 

United Kingdom 

 

Anne-Charlotte Armynot du Châtelet 

Chargée de mission OCDE-OMC 

Direction des affaires européennes et internationales 

Sous-direction du changement climatique et du développement durable 

Ministère de l’écologie, du développement durable et de l’énergie 

France 

 

Youngil Cho 

Senior Researcher 

Korea Maritime Institute 

Korea 

 

Florence Coroner 

Institut Français de Recherche pour l'Exploitation de la Mer (Ifremer)  

France 

Ophélie Darses 

Chargée de mission forêts et océans 

Ministère de l'Ecologie, du Développement Durable et de l'Energie 

France 

 

Louisa Hooper 

Programme Manager, Environment 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation 

United Kingdom/Portugal 
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Berit Johne 

Special Adviser 

JPI Oceans 

Brussels 

 

Hiroyuki Kamai 

First Secretary (Science and Technology Advisor) 

Permanent Delegation of Japan to the OECD 

 

Denis Lacroix 

Animateur de la veille stratégique tt prospective 

Direction scientifique 

Ifremer 

France 

 

An Ho Lee 

Counsellor 

Permanent Delegation of Korea to the OECD 

 

Agung Tri Prasetyo 

Deputy Director for Bilateral Cooperation 

Center of Analysis for International and Institutional Cooperation 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 

Republic of Indonesia 

 

Teodoro Ramirez 

Spanish Institute of Oceanography, IEO (MINECO) 

Representative in Brussels 

 

Lisa Emelia Svensson 

Ambassador for Oceans, Seas and Fresh Water 

Ministry of the Environment  

Government Offices of Sweden 

Sweden 

 

Eoin Sweeney 

Vice-chair of the Ocean Energy Systems Implementing Agreement of the IEA 

Ireland 

 

Joseph Tay 

Centre Director Europe 

Singapore Economic Development Board 

 

Maja Svankjær Thagaard 

Chief Advisor 

Danish Maritime Authority  

Direktionssekretariatet (DIS) 

Denmark 

 

Dries Willems 

Délégué adjoint du Gouvernement flamand 

Ambassade de Belgique - Délégation flamande 
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Invited Guests 

 

Rudolf Müller 

Consultant 

Switzerland 

 

Frederik von Dewall 

Managing Director 

Von Dewall Advisory & Management 

Netherlands 

 

OECD Secretariat 

 

Pierre-Alain Schieb 

Counsellor, Head of Futures Projects 

International Futures Programme 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry 

 

Carl-Christian Schmidt 

Head, Fisheries Policies Division  

Directorate for Trade and Agriculture 

 

Claire Jolly 

Senior Policy Analyst 

OECD Space Forum 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry 

 

Dongsik Woo 

Project Manager, Fisheries Policies Division  

Directorate for Trade and Agriculture 

 

Anita Gibson 

Outreach and Development Coordinator 

International Futures Programme 

Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry 
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ANNEX 2:  
AGENDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

09.45 Arrival 

10.00 1. Welcome: purpose of the meeting; schedule and round-table introductions  

10.30 2. Introduction, overview and update of the project by the Secretariat  

11.00 3. Roundtable discussion on: 

 

3.1 Key themes of interest and priorities for participants 

3.2 Resources participants intend to make available for the project 

3.3 Budget options 

3.4 Creation and composition of project steering group 

 

12.30 Lunch (opportunities for lunch on the premises) 

 
14.00 4. Next steps:   

 

4.1 Sequencing of work modules and work streams 

4.2 Choice of first workshops and offers to host workshops 

4.3 Timeline for outstanding offer letters of financial support  

4.4 Revision of the project proposal  

 
17.00 Close of meeting 
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ANNEX 3:  
THE PROJECT IN BRIEF 

 

1. Aim: Conduct a forward-looking assessment of the ocean economy to 2030 and beyond, with particular 

emphasis on the development potential of emerging ocean-based industries. 

2. Scope: For practical purposes, the project divides the ocean economy into established marine activities and 

emerging activities. Established marine activities encompass shipping and shipbuilding, capture fisheries, 

traditional maritime and coastal tourism, and port facilities and handling. Emerging ocean-based industries 

include:  Off-shore wind, tidal and wave energy, oil and gas extraction in deep-sea and other extreme locations; 

marine aquaculture; marine biotechnology; sea-bed mining for metals and minerals; ocean-related tourism and 

leisure activities; and ocean monitoring, control and surveillance. 

3. Key issues: The ocean economy’s long-term outlook and future contribution to growth and jobs. Particular 

attention will be devoted to emerging ocean-based activities, with respect to: risks and uncertainties 

surrounding future development; required progress/breakthroughs in science and technology; investment needs; 

environmental impacts; contribution to green growth; sectoral interdependencies, and potential synergies and 

negative externalities;  implications for ocean management, planning and regulation; and the policy options 

most suited to boost their long-term development prospects and their contribution to growth and employment, 

while managing the ocean in responsible, sustainable ways. 

4. Management of the project: Design, co-ordination and implementation of the project will be conducted by the 

OECD’s International Futures Programme in the Directorate for Science, Technology and Industry, in co-

operation with other relevant specialised OECD directorates, departments and agencies. Background papers to 

support the main modules of the project will be produced by OECD specialists and external experts. Strategic 

guidance and financial support will be provided by a Steering Group consisting of representatives of the 

institutions and organisations sponsoring the project. 

5. Workshops: The project will be supported by special workshops that may be co-organised and co-hosted with 

institutions involved in the project. 

6. Funding: The project will be financed by voluntary contributions from governments, agencies, research 

institutions, foundations and corporations.  The budget for the project is estimated at 550 000 Euros. Resources 

to be supplemented by secondments of experts from participating organisations, and by financial and logistical 

support provided through institutions co-hosting the planned workshops. 

7. Outputs: A series of reports derived from each of the modules and the workshops associated with them; a final 

synthesis report; an international symposium to highlight the findings of the project, conditional on interest and 

availability of funding. 

8. Duration of the project: 18-24 months.  

9. Provisional timetable: Conditional on the availability of a critical mass of funding, work would begin in the third 

quarter of 2013.  The workshops would be held between the first quarter of 2014 and the first quarter of 2015. 

Reports on the respective modules would start to come on-stream mid-2014.  The final synthesis report would 

be produced mid-2015, and the potential symposium could be held in the second or third quarter of 2015. 

 


